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(At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  November  i8,  igi8) 


There  is  not  much  opportunity  to  vary  these  annual  addresses, 
so  long  as  one  confines  himself  to  the  doings  of  the  Society,  for 
the  record  of  one  year  dififers  but  little  from  that  of  another.  Yet 
the  record  of  each  year,  such  it  is,  deserves  to  be  set  down,  and 
the  year  just  passed  is  marked  by  one  or  two  events  which  will 
make  it  memorable,  and  which  I  take  pleasure  in  recording. 

MEETINGS  AND  PAPERS 

And  first  as  to  our  meetings  and  the  papers  read  at  them.  We 
have  held  only  seven  meetings  this  year,  that  of  October  being 
omitted  because  of  the  prevailing  epidemic.  On  December  17, 
1917,  Prof.  Franklin  B.  Dexter  read  a  paper  entitled  "Student 
Life  at  Yale  a  Century  Ago."  No  one  is  such  an  authority  on 
Old  Yale  as  is  Mr.  Dexter,  and  this  paper  is  a  worthy  addition 
to  those  which  have  preceded  it  on  the  history  and  life  of  the 
College  in  the  early  days  of  its  existence.  The  paper  has  since 
been  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society,  for  which  it  was  originally  prepared.  At  the  meeting 
held  January  21,  1918,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a 
paper  by  Prof.  Charles  M.  Andrews  on  "Education  and  Travel 
in  the  Colonies."  It  was  a  chapter  from  his  forthcoming  volume. 
Colonial  Folkways,  in  The  Chronicles  of  America  series,  and  was 
an  illuminating  presentation  of  an  interesting  theme.  E.  LeRoy 
Pond,  Esq..  of  Hartford,  read  the  paper  February  18,  1918,  taking 
for  his  subject,  "Junius  Smith,  Father  of  the  Atlantic  Liner." 
It  was  an  instructive  and  sympathetic  story  of  this  pioneer  of 
ocean  steam  navigation,  of  his  hopes  and  disappointments,  of  his 
success  in  proving  the  feasibility  of  his  project,  of  his  ultimate 
abandonment  of  it  because  of  its  failure  to  bring  the  anticipated 
pecuniary  advantage,  and  of  his  removal  to  South  Carolina  to 
engage  in  the  cultivation  of  the  tea-plant.  On  March  18,  1918. 
Rev.  D.  J  Clark  of  East  Haven  read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Old 
Morris  Mansion  of  Revolutionary  Fame."  Mr.  Clark  sketched 
most  interestingly  the  story  of  the  old  house,  and  the  life  of  its 
builder,  and  the  connection  of  the  Morris  family  with  the  Old 
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Stone  Church  of  East  Haven.  George  Dudley  Seymour,  Esq., 
was  the  speaker  on  April  15,  1918.  His  subject  was  "David 
Hoadley,  the  Self-taught  Connecticut  Architect."  It  was  pro- 
fusely illustrated  with  views  of  Hoadley's  work  here  in  New 
Haven  and  elsewhere.  The  last  paper  of  the  year  was  read  by 
Morris  W.  Seymour,  Esq.,  of  Litchfield,  and  his  subject  was 
"The  Connecticut  School  Fund."  This  was  of  particular  interest 
to  New  Haven  people,  because  of  the  important  part  played  in 
that  Fund  by  James  Hillhouse. 

In  these  tense  and  busy  days,  when  men  are  so  absorbed  in  the 
task  of  making  history,  there  is  but  little  time  to  give  to  the 
preparation  of  such  papers  as  we  like  to  present  here,  and  it  is 
with  no  small  satisfaction  that  we  give  this  recapitulation  of  the 
papers  read  during  the  year,  for  we  feel  that  we  have  been  for- 
tunate in  having  such  an  interesting  and  instructive  series,  and 
we  are  indeed  grateful  to  those  who  have  brought  to  us  these 
results  of  their  studies. 

DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS 

Our  list  of  members  has  again  been  sadly  depleted  by  death. 
Seventeen  names  have  been  removed  for  that  cause.    They  are 


as  follows : — 

Mrs.  Evelyn  MacCurdy  Salisbury   Died  Dec.  31,  1917 

Andrew  R.  Bradley   Died  Jan.  5,  1918 

Elliott  H.  Morse   Died  Jan.  14,  1918 

William  T.  Hayes   Died  Jan.  27,  1918 

Ellsworth  I.  Foote   Died  Jan.  29,  1918 

George  A.  Root   Died  Feb.  13,  1918 

Mrs.  John  T.  Sloan   Died  March  10,  1918 

Henry  P.  Wright   Died  March  17,  1918 

Joel  A.  Sperry   Died  March  18,  1918 

Edwin  Hallock   Died  May  3,  1918 

George  H.  Tuttle   Died  May  6,  1918 

William  S.  Pardee   Died  June  19,  1918 

Miss  Mary  S.  Johnstone   Died  June  29,  1918 

Arthur  M.  Wheeler   Died  July  17,  1918 

Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Curtis   Died  Oct.  10,  1918 

George  R.  Burton   Died  Oct  19,  1918 

Cyrus  Berry  Peets   Died  Nov.  5,  1918 


And  in  this  connection  I  would  mention  the  death,  on  March 
24,  1918,  of  Capt.  George  E.  Albee,  a  former  resident  of  New 
Haven.    He  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  but  we  are 
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indebted  to  him  for  the  large  case  of  Indian  relics  which  we 
possess.  He  had  been  a  successful  Indian  fighter,  and  Congress 
granted  him  a  medal  of  honor  for  gallantry  in  action.  It  is  fitting 
that  reference  should  be  made  to  him  here. 

Now  that  is  an  impressive  list  of  names  which  I  have  just  read. 
There  have  been  taken  from  us,  both  men  and  women,  those  who 
have  long  been  familiar  figures  in  the  life  and  work  of  our  city. 
I  wish  I  could  speak  of  each  one  separately,  but  time  and  space 
forbid  that.  However,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  further 
of  two  or  three. 

Of  those  who  have  died  fourteen  were  annual  members  and 
three  were  life  members.  George  A.  Root  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and  he  had  been  its 
treasurer  for  more  than  sixteen  years.  During  all  those  years  he 
gave  careful  attention  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Society,  and 
was  deeply  interested  in  everything  that  concerned  it.  He  was  a 
faithful  and  an  efficient  officer. 

In  the  death  of  Ellsworth  I.  Foote  a  representative  of  a  well- 
known  New  Haven  family  has  been  taken  away.  Though  he 
retired  from  business  some  years  ago,  yet  before  that  he  had  long 
been  engaged  in  business,  being  for  many  years  the  secretary  of 
the  New  Haven  Water  Company.  He  gave  proof  of  his  interest 
in  this  Society  by  a  legacy,  subject  to  a  life  use,  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

A  distinguished  and  devoted  son  of  the  University,  and  an 
honored  citizen,  went  from  us  when  death  claimed  Henry  P. 
Wright.  A  host  of  young  men  had  come  under  his  influence 
through  his  long  academic  career,  and  he  was  held  by  them  in  the 
highest  esteem  and  love.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  a 
scholar  of  great  attainments,  a  teacher  successful  and  beloved,  a 
true  Christian  gentleman. 

During  the  last  fifty  years  New  Haven  business  life  has  had 
no  more  successful  representative  than  Joel  A.  Sperry.  He  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  industry  of  exporting  meat  to  Europe,  and  by 
his  great  sagacity  and  skill,  and  by  his  power  of  application  and 
careful  management,  he  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  business 

Death  claimed  another  distinguished  son  of  the  University  in 
the  person  of  Arthur  M.  Wheeler.  He  Vk'as  one  of  the  best 
known  historians  in  the  country.  His  record  as  a  teacher  in  the 
University  covered  a  period  of  forty-seven  years,  which,  though 


—II  — 


not  unique,  is  rarely  equalled.  He  was  a  Director  of  this  Society, 
and  always  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  its  affairs. 

Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Curtis  was  a  woman  of  rare  character.  Her 
life  has  been  one  of  unbroken  usefulness.  Sorrow  laid  its  heavy 
burden  upon  her,  and  physical  infirmities  greatly  hampered  her, 
and  yet  she  never  faltered  in  her  efforts  to  do  good.  She  left 
her  impress  upon  this  community,  and  many  who  loved  and 
honored  her  will  sorely  miss  her. 

But  I  must  not  stop  to  speak  of  others,  much  as  I  would  like 
to.  A  little  effort  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Directors  a  year 
ago  added  a  substantial  number  to  our  list  of  members.  It  is 
evident,  however,  in  view  of  our  losses  by  death,  that,  as  soon  as 
conditions  are  favorable,  a  greater  effort  should  be  made  to 
increase  the  membership. 

NEW  VOLUME 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  one  notable  event,  the  appearance 
of  a  new  volume  in  the  series  of  papers  published  by  the  Society. 
It  is  Volume  IX.  In  addition  to  papers  which  have  been  read 
before  the  Society,  and  forming  more  than  half  the  book,  are  the 
Jared  Ingersoll  Letters.  As  is  well  known  to  you,  a  great  many 
letters  and  papers  came  to  the  Society  when  Governor  Charles  R. 
Ingersoll  died,  and  his  effects  were  distributed.  Among  these 
were  many  letters  to  the  Stamp  Master,  and  letters  relating  parti- 
cularly to  the  operation  of  the  Stamp  Act.  These  have  been  care- 
fully selected,  edited  and  annotated  by  Prof.  Franklin  B.  Dexter. 
In  the  publication  of  this  original  material  we  have  added  to  our 
series  a  volume  which  is  as  valuable  and  important  as  any  thus 
far  published. 

And  in  this  connection  I  deem  it  a  privilege  to  call  particular 
attention  to  the  splendid  service  which  Mr.  Dexter  has  given  to 
this  Society.  Both  in  this  volume  and  in  the  volume  of  the 
"Ancient  Record  Series,"  recently  published,  we  have  profited 
by  his  painstaking  interest  and  zeal.  Only  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  exactions  of  this  kind  of  work  will  appreciate  the  labor 
involved.  But  this  Mr.  Dexter  has  freely  given,  and  I  am  glad 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  on  my  own  behalf,  and  that 
of  the  Society,  the  genuine  appreciation  felt  for  the  invaluable 
assistance  he  has  rendered.    No  one  could  be  better  equipped  for 
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this  work,  and  we  may  count  it  a  piece  of  rare  good  fortune  that 
he  has  been  able  and  wilHng  to  help  us. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  at  this  point  that  the  New  Haven 
Town  Records  from  1662- 1684,  which  ought  to  make  the  next 
volume  in  our  "Ancient  Record  Series,"  are  all  ready  for  publica- 
tion. They  have  been  annotated  by  Mr.  Dexter,  and  all  we  need 
now  to  make  Volume  II  of  that  series  an  accomplished  fact  are 
the  funds  to  publish.  I  wish  before  long  we  might  see  our  way 
clear  to  issue  this  volume. 

Mr.  Dexter  has  also  made  a  copy  of  the  volume  of  the  Records 
of  the  "Proprietors'  Committee  of  Common  and  Undivided 
Lands,"  referred  to  in  the  Preface  of  the  published  volume  of 
the  "Ancient  Record  Series."  This  he  has  deposited  with  the 
Society. 

THE  MORRIS  HOUSE 

When  speaking  of  those  who  had  died  during  the  year,  I  pur- 
posely refrained  from  saying  anything  about  WiUiam  S.  Pardee, 
intending  to  speak  of  him  at  this  point.  Mr.  Pardee  was  a  life 
member  and  Director  of  the  Society.  When  he  died  and  his  will 
was  probated,  it  was  found  to  be  a  most  remarkable  document. 
We  all  knew  Mr.  Pardee  to  be  a  public-spirited  citizen,  but  some 
of  us  were  hardly  prepared  for  such  an  exhibition  of  his  public- 
spiritedness  as  his  will  revealed.  In  a  unique  way  he  combined 
his  loving  thought  for  those  near  and  dear  to  him  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  public,  that  is  to  say,  he  made  that  loving  thought 
take  a  form  which  would,  through  all  the  years  to  come,  give 
pleasure  to  the  citizens  of  New  Haven. 

But  I  need  not  speak  of  what  he  did  directly  for  the  city. 
What  he  did  for  us — of  that  would  I  speak.  Mr.  Pardee  pos- 
sessed the  antiquarian  spirit  to  a  marked  degree,  and  the  artistic 
as  well.  When  the  Old  Morris  House  came  on  the  market  Mr. 
Pardee  for  antiquarian  and  sentimental  reasons  bought  it.  Pie 
expended  a  large  sum  in  its  restoration  under  the  guidance  of 
well-known  architects.  He  left  that  property  to  this  Society, 
with  his  valuable  collection  of  paintings,  and  he  left  also  a  fund 
for  its  maintenance,  and  to  carry  out  as  far  as  possible  the  plans 
which  he  had  for  it.  And  he  had  very  definite  plans  in  regard 
to  it.  They  are  specifically  set  forth  in  his  will.  He  would 
have  the  house  and  grounds  "a  center  of  the  civic  life  of  the 
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neighborhood,"  a  place  "where  citizens,  and  neighbors,  and 
civic  officers  may  gather,  and  the  children  may  play  and  learn, 
and  all  with  a  kindly  benediction  of  the  past  above  it."  Thought 
for  his  fellow  citizens  is  the  outstanding  feature  of  his  gift. 
We  have  accepted  it,  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  it  places 
upon  us.  It  will  not  be  easy,  for  some  time  at  least,  to  administer 
it  in  such  a  way  as  to  carry  out  all  of  Mr.  Pardee's  wishes,  but 
we  shall  do  our  best,  with  our  limited  facilities,  to  make  "Pardee's 
Old  Morris  House"  what  its  generous  and  public-spirited  donor 
desired  it  to  be. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  report.  So  pre-occupied  have  all  our 
citizens  been  with  the  terrible  war  which  has  been  raging  so  long 
that  they  have  had  little  thought  for  much  else.  The  year  just 
passed  has  been  a  momentous  one  for  our  country,  yes,  and  for 
the  world.  There  have  been  days  in  it  so  dark  that  we  have  had 
difficulty  in  finding  our  way  along  the  path,  and  our  faith  in  all 
that  is  good  and  true  has  been  sorely  tested.  But  the  dawn  is 
breaking,  and  there  is  a  glory  glowing  on  the  horizon.  Soon  the 
full  day  will  come,  and  with  it  will  come  for  this  land  of  ours 
greater  responsibilities  and  opportunities.  What  history  has  been 
in  the  making  during  these  past  few  years  !  Some  of  it  is  black, 
so  black  as  to  make  us  shudder,  but  much  of  it  is  white,  white 
with  the  sacrifice  from  which  nations  are  born  and  men  are  made 
strong.  It  is  that  which  we  shall  want  to  remember  as  the  years 
go  on.  It  is  that  which  we  remember  in  the  great  strife  when 
the  Republic  was  born,  it  is  that  which  we  remember  in  the 
greater  strife  when  the  Union  was  saved.  We  do  not  give  much 
thought  to  the  fact  that  we  are  living  in  days  that  have  no  counter- 
part in  history.  And  yet  such  is  the  case.  So  remote  are  we 
from  the  scene  of  the  great  struggle,  that  we  are  not,  after  all, 
deeply  impressed  by  it.  Of  course  there  is  nothing  strange  about 
that.  But  it  is  of  interest  for  us,  as  members  of  a  historical 
society,  to  reflect  that  the  generations  to  come  will  look  back  with 
awe  to  this  epoch  of  American  history  even  as  we  look  back  to  the 
days  when  the  Nation  was  born,  and  when  the  Union  was  pre- 
served. 

As  we  emerge  from  the  gloom  and  strain  of  war,  and  stand 
face  to  face  with  the  mighty  problems  which  war  has  made,  we 
shall  need  to  keep  our  ideals  clear,  we  shall  need  to  keep  our 
vision  focused  on  high  things.    These  are  days  which  call  for  the 


—14— 

noblest  type  of  citizenship.  Whatever  will  help  us  to  develop 
that  is  certainly  w^orth  M^hile.  Societies  like  this,  organized  and 
maintained  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive  historic  traditions, 
both  local  and  national,  of  bringing  into  view  the  men  of  the  past, 
who  by  their  life  and  deeds  have  exemplified  true  citizenship, 
have  their  place  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the  community.  For 
this,  then,  if  for  no  other  reason,  I  would  bespeak  your  continued 
interest  in  this  Society  of  ours,  which  has  now  rounded  out  full 
fifty-five  years  of  its  existence.  There  is  work  for  it  to  do,  more 
work  than  ever  perhaps,  and  it  is  our  privilege  and  duty  to  see 
that  it  does  it.  Such  is  my  annual  message  to  the  members  of 
the  Society. 

Wm.  a.  Beardsley, 

President. 
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^reasurcr'a  IReport 


For  the  Year  ending  November  i6,  1918. 


Balance  on  hand  November  10,  19 17   $3,670.48 

Receipts. 

Annual  dues  collected   $1,475.00 

Income  from  General  Funds   i53-io 

Income  from  Fowler  Fund   200.00 

Income  from  Bowsers  Fund   100.00 

Income  from  Lines  Fund   225.00 

Income  from  Jones  Fund   50.00 

Income  from  Sizer  Fund   280.00 

Income  from  S.  E.  Baldwin  Fund   175  00 

Income  from  Endowment  Fund   690.00 

New  Haven  City  Burial  Asso.,  Rent  i  year  224.00 

One  Life  Membership   50.00  $3,622.10 

New  Haven  &  Derby  R.  R.  bond  called.  . .  .  1,000.00 


$8,292.58 

Payments. 

Salary  Librarian  and  Curator   $900.00 

Salary  Janitor   432.00 

Fuel,  and  Ashes  removed   587.68 

Water  and  Light   129.40 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co  :  .  .  .  .  48.00 

Insurance    387-50 

Repairs   80.44 

Supplies,  Janitor,  Ladies'  Auxiliary   95-37 

Books  and  Papers   36.80 

Lectures  and  Entertainments   37-73 
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Printing,  Postage,  Stationery   $  214.81 

Assessment  for  Grove  Street  Pavement...  25.00 

Safe  Deposit  Box  and  Sundries   27.69 

Books  purchased,  Fowler  Fund   98.42 

Genealogical  Records,  Bowers  Fund   38.17 

Deposit  in  New  Haven  Savings  Bank,  Life 

Membership  Fund   50.00 

Deposit  in  New  Haven  Savings  Bank,  80 

per  cent  income  of  S.  E.  Baldwin  Fund.  .  140.00 

Deposit  in  Connecticut  Savings  Bank,  ac- 
count principal  S.  E.  Baldwin  Fund,  20 

per  cent,  income   35-00 

Deposit  in  National  Savings  Bank,  Income 

A.  E.  Lines  Fund   225.00 

Deposit  in  National  Savings  Bank,  Income 

Sizer  Fund   280.00 

Deposit  in  New  Haven  Savings  Bank,  ac- 
count General  Funds   50.00 

Meriden,  Southington  &  Compounce  Tram- 
way Co.  First  Mtge.  5  per  cent.  bond. 

1928.    Cost   951-50 

Six  hundred  copies  Historical  Society 
papers  Vol.  IX,  to  be  paid  from  A.  E. 

Lines  Fund  in  Jan.,  1919   1,325.02  $6,195.53 


Balance  on  hand   $2,097.05 


Income. 

Fozvler  L'ibrarv  Fund,  in  memory  of  William  L.  Fowler. — Income 
for  the  purchase  of  such  Reference  Books,  Manuscripts,  or 
other  Historical  Documents  as  the  Committee  may  deem 
advisable,  including  articles  appropriate  for  permanent  exhi- 
bition in  the  Society's  collections. 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $1,168.82 

Income  from  Investments   200.00  $1,368.82 

Books  and  papers  purchased   98.42 


Balance  on  hand 


$1,270.40 
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Divight  E.  Bowers  Memorial  Fund. — Income  to  he  used  for 
publishing  Early  Connecticut  Town  and  Church  Votes  and 
Records,,  and  for  the  Purchase  of  Books  published  in  or 
relating  to  Connecticut,  including  Genealogies  connected  with 
Connecticut  History. 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $it8.66 

Income    100.00  $218.66 

Genealogies  and  papers  purchased   38-1/ 

Balance  on  hand   $180.49 

Augustus  E.  Lines  Memorial  Fund. — Income  to  be  used  towards 
defraying  the  cost  of  the  publications  of  the  Society. 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $1,145.00 

Income   225.00 

Interest  Savings  Bank   46.20 

Balance  National  Savings  Bank   $1,416.20 

Frederick  William  Jones  Sizer  Fund. — Income  to  be  used  for  the 
purchase  and  preservation  of  Biographies  and  Genealogical 
Records  of  interest  to  the  Society. 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $422.80 

Income   280.00 

Interest  National  Savings  Bank   1414 

Balance  November  15,  1918   $716.94 

Publication  Fund. 

Balance  November  i,  191 7   $90.92 

Interest   3.68 

Balance  New  Haven  Savings  Bank.  . .  $94.60 

Special  Fund  Cards  and  Catalogues. 

Balance  November  i,  191 7   $74.60 

Interest   3.02 

Balance  New  Haven  Savings  Bank.  . .  $77.62 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Balance  November  i,  1917   $1,014.15 

Deposit   50.00 

Interest   40.96 


Balance  New  Haven  Savings  Bank. .  .  $1,105.11 


5".  E.  Baldwin  Fund. — For  Copying  "Ancient  Writings  in  Public 
Offices,  Existing  in  the  Ancient  Bounds  of  New  Haven 
Colony."  Of  this  fund  20%  of  the  annual  income  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  principal  for  a  period  of  fifty  years. 


Account  Principal : 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $90.04 

20%  of  Income  from  Investments   .35-Oo 

Interest  Savings  Bank   3,27 

Balance  deposit  Conn.  Savings  Bank.  . .  .  $128.31  | 

Account  of  Income :  i 

Balance  November  i,  1917   $138.98 

80%  Income  from  Investments   140.00  ; 

Interest  Savings  Bank   5.62  * 

Balance  New  Haven  Savings  Bank.  .  $284.60 

Investments. 
General  Funds. 

Boston  Electric  Light,  5%.  1925,  par   $1,500.00 

Meriden,  Southington,  Compounce  Tram- 
way, 5%  $1,000  bond   951-50 

Adams  Express,  4%,  1948   500.00 

Deposit  New  Haven  Savings  Bank   852.56 

Deposit  Connecticut  Savings  Bank   1,440.49 

Deposit  National  Savings  Bank   538.21 

$5,782.76 

Fowler  Memorial  Fund. 

American   Telephone   &   Telegraph.  4% 

bonds,  par   5.000.00  ' 
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Dwight  E.  Bowers  Memorial  Fund. 
Norwich  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  5%,  1927...  $2,000.00 

Evelina  J.  Jones  Fund. 
Norwich  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  5%,  1927.  ..  1,000.00 

Special  Fund  for  Cards  and  Catalogues. 
Deposit  New  Haven  Savings  Bank   77.62 

Publication  Fund. 
Deposit  New  Haven  Savings  Bank   94.60 

Life  Membership  Fund. 
Deposit  New  Haven  Savings  Bank   1,105.11 

Simeon  E.  Baldmin  Memorial  Fund. 
Catletsburg,  Kenova  &  Ceredo  Water  Co. 

5%  bonds   $3,000.00 

Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  ist  5%   500.00  $3,500.00 

F.  W.  J.  Sizer  Fund. 
N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  3>4%,  1950. 
$8,000.00   6.000.00 

A.  E.  Lines  Memorial  Fund. 
Corm.  Railway  &  Lighting  Co.,  ist  4j^%, 

1951,  par    5,000.00 

$29,560.09 

Add  Endowment  Funds   20,415.68 

Total   $49-975,77 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  L.  Trowbridge, 

Treasurer. 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  compared  the  items  in  the 
above  account  with  the  vouchers  on  file  and  find  the  same  correct. 

Eli  Whitney, 
George  D.  Watrous, 

Auditors. 
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Annual  Report  of  Rutherford  Trowbridge,  Chairman, 
New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society  Endowment  Fund. 


Paid  Frederick  L.  Trowbridge,  Treas   $690.00 

Received  interest  on  Deposits   16. 11 


$706.11 


Paid  Frederick  L.  Trowbridge,  Treas   $690.00 

Balance  added  to  principal   16. 11 


$706.11  I 
 .  j 

The  fund  is  invested  as  follows :  '  \ 

6  Consolidated  R.  R.  Bonds   $6,000.00  | 

5  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co   5,000.00  | 

44  16/100  Shares  Pere  Marquette  R.  R   4,000.00  \ 

2  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  R.  R   2,000.00 

I  St.  Paul  &  Northern  Pacific   1,000.00 

I  New  Haven  School  District   1,000.00 

I  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Equipment   1,000.00 

Deposit  National  Savings  Bank   I75-05 

Deposit  Conn.  Savings  Bank   240.63 


,$20,415.68 

New  Haven,  Conn..  November  18,  1918 

This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  undersigned,  have  this  day 
examined  the  books  and  vouchers  of  Rutherford  Trowbridge, 
Chairman,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and  the  securities  to 
be  in  his  possession  and  kept  in  a  Safe  Deposit  Box  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  No.  342.  . 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  November  18,  1918. 

Eli  Whitney. 


IReport  of  tbe  Xibrarian  an^  Curator 

(November,  1918.) 


120  volumes  and  300  pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  year. 

The  Ancient  Records  of  New  Haven,  Volume  I,  has  been 
printed  through  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of  the  late  William  S. 
Pardee;  who  was  partially  reimbursed  by  the  sale  of  some  of 
the  books.    They  were  supplied  at  cost  to  members  of  the 
Society,  and  to  the  public  at  the  proper  advance. 
^        Volume  IX  of  the  regular  Papers  of  the  Society  has  also  been 
i  .  recently  issued,  to  which  members  are  entitled.    Any  member 
'     who  has  not  yet  received  this  book  can  obtain  it  of  the  Librariai:i. 

Additions  to  the  Museum. 

1615.  Account-Book  of  Country  Store  (used  as  a  Scrap-book). — 
Julius  Lcderer. 

1616.  Framed  Photograph  of  New  Haven  from  East  Rock.  (Filley). 
— John  Shuster. 

1617.  Oil  Painting  of  Schooner  "Sparkling  Sea."  Owned  by  Major 
R.  Shepard,  of  New  Haven,  i860. — Miss  Caroline  Shepard. 

1618.  American  Flag,  36  Stars.  First  displayed  at  the  announcement 
of  the  Death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  1865. — Miss  Shepard. 

t        1619.    Oil  Portrait  of  Captain  Richard  Peck,  painted  by  his  grand- 
daughter, Eleanor  F.  Peck. — Estate  Mrs.  Richard  Peck. 

1620.  Pictures  of  Steamers  Continental  and  Richard  Peck,  of  the 
New  Haven  Line. — Estate  Mrs.  Richard  Peck. 

1621.  Chest  of  Drawers  from  the  old  Lyon  House,  showing  hole 
made  by  British  cannon  ball. — Henry  H.  Townshend. 

1622.  Cannon  Ball,  which  damaged  the  Chest. — Henry  H.  Townshend. 

1623.  Poster :  Yale  Commencement  Program,  1850. — Rev.  Milton 
Witler. 

%        1624.    Garments  worn  by  Gen.  Tom  Thumb,  and  given  by  him  to  the 
donor. — Oland  C.  Smith. 

1625.  Block  and  Gavel,  presented  to  Samuel  E.  Merwin,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  President  of  the  Connecticut  Senate  in  1889 — Miss  Caro- 
line E.  Dudley. 

1626.  Ribbon  and  Metallic  Badges,  about  100,  collected  by  S.  E. 
Merwin. — Miss  Dudley. 
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1627.  Album,  containing  Photographs  of  Members  of  the  State 
Senate  of  1889. — Miss  Dudley. 

1628.  Bible  of  Elisha  Sheldon,  of  Litchfield. — Mrs.  Birdsey  C.  Lake. 

1629.  Photograph  of  Henry  E.  Peck's  House  on  Meadow  Street; 
site  now  occupied  by  The  Wilson  H.  Lee  Co. — Mrs.  Lake. 

1630.  Daguerreotype  of  Samuel  S.  Peck,  died  1838. — Mrs.  Lake. 

1631.  Daguerreotype  of  Henry  Peck. — Mrs.  Lake. 

1632.  Wadsworth's  Map  of  New  Haven:  Original. — Mrs.  Fannie 
S perry  Miner. 

1633.  Ledger  of  Samuel  Sheldon  of  Litchfield,  1783-1808.  General 
Merchandise. — Mrs.  Lake. 

1634.  Chopping  Knife,  bearing  date  1757,  and  alleged  to  be  much 
older. — Mrs.  L.  Cary  Slayton. 

1635.  Diminutive  Goblet,  carved  from  a  Drum-Stick  that  had  been 
carried  through  the  Civil  War. — Mrs.  L.  C.  Slayton. 

1636.  Quantity  of  Newspaper  Clippings,  mainly  relating  to  the 
Progress  of  the  Civil  War. — G.  D.  Seymour  and  Joline  Smith. 

1637.  Atlas  of  Hartford  City  and  County,  1869. — E.  R.  Slater. 

1638.  Connecticut  Business  Directory,  1851. — E.  R.  Slater. 

1639.  Subscription  Paper  for  the  purchase  of  a  Flag  in  Fair  Haven 
East,  for  the  Union  Party. — E.  R.  Slater. 

1640.  Cancelled  Check  on  the  First  National  Bank  of  Washington,  for 
$800,  drawn  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  payable  to  himself :  dated  Mar. 
15,  1865. — Miss  Mary  Hayes. 

1641.  Oil  Portrait  of  Philo  Chatfield,  prominent  builder. — Mrs.  Enos  S. 
Kimberly. 

1642.  Newspaper  Clippings  and  books  from  Estate  of  George  A.  Root. 


The  Society  has  a  number  of  copies  of  the  "Winchester  Notes," 
prepared  by  the  late  Mrs.  Justus  S.  Hotchkiss. 

"Chronicles  of  the  New  Haven  Green,"  by  Henry  T.  Blake. 
The  Trowbridge  Genealogy. 
The  Ashley  Genealogy. 
The  Champion  Genealogy. 
The  Hoadley  Genealogy. 

And  several  others,  which  are  offered  for  sale  or  exchange. 

The  regular  publications  of  the  Society  now  comprise  nine  volumes, 
consisting  of  the  more  important  papers  that  have  been  presented  at  its 
meetings. 

Any  of  these  works  can  be  obtained,  by  application  to  the  Librarian. 


(Tonstitution 


(Adopted  November  13,  1899.    Amended  November  19,  1906.) 


Article  i.  This  Association  shall  be  known  as  The  New 
Haven  Colony  Historical  Society. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  collect  and 
preserve  such  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  broadsides,  maps, 
plans,  charts,  paintings,  engravings,  lithographs,  and  other 
pictorial  representations,  manuscripts,  autograph  letters,  curi- 
osities and  antiquities  of  every  kind  as  may  be  connected  with 
or  may  illustrate  the  local  history  of  the  towns  included  within 
the  ancient  New  Haven  Colony ;  to  preserve  such  traditions  as 
now  exist  only  in  the  memories  of  aged  persons ;  to  encourage 
historical  and  antiquarian  investigation  and  to  disseminate 
historical  information. 

Art.  3.  A  President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary  and 
an  Assistant  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  November.  At  the  annual  meeting  next  fol- 
lowing the  adoption  of  this  Article  an  Advisory  Committee  of 
not  less  than  nine  nor  more  than  fifteen  members  shall  be  chosen : 
said  committee  to  be  arranged  in  three  equal  groups ;  the  first 
to  serve  for  three  years,  the  second  for  two  years,  and  the  third 
for  one  year.  At  each  subsequent  annual  meeting  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  five  members  of  the  said  committee,  as  the 
previous  (October)  meeting  of  the  Society  may  fix  the  number, 
shall  be  chosen  to  serve  for  three  years.  If  no  action  is  taken  by 
that  (October)  meeting  the  number  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  group  of  members  whose  term  expires  that  year.  It  shall 
also  be  within  the  discretion  of  the  Society  to  choose  honorary 
members  of  the  said  committee,  not  to  exceed  five  in  office  at  any 
one  time,  from  among  those  who  have  served  as  officers  or  as 
members  of  the  Advisory  Committee ;  said  honorary  members  to 
be  appointed  in  permanency  with  power  of  voting  in  meetings  of 
the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  together  constitute  a  Board  of 
Directors,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  collections  made  by  the 
Society,  shall  provide  regulations  for  their  safety  and  proper 
use,  and  shall  prepare  business  for  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Society. 
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Art.  5.  Any  person  may  become  a  life  member  of  the  Society 
by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars ;  or  an  annual  member  by  the 
payment  of  five  dollars. 

Art.  6.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Haven,  the  President 
of  Yale  University,  and  the  Town  Clerk  of  New  Haven,  shall 
be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

Art.  7.  The  Society  shall  hold  its  meetings  on  such  evenings 
as  the  Directors  may  appoint. 

Art.  8.  The  collections  made  by  the  Society  shall  never  be 
broken  up  by  sale  nor  by  division  among  its  members,  nor  shall 
they  ever  be  removed  from  New  Haven ;  nor  shall  any  article 
be  exchanged  or  disposed  of  except  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Directors,  or  by  the  consent  of  the  donors. 

Art.  9.  The  Constitution,  with  the  exception  of  the  eighth 
article  (which  is  of  the  nature  of  a  contract),  may  be  altered  or 
amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at  any 
annual  meeting;  provided,  that  notice  of  such  amendment  shall 
have  been  given  at  some  meeting  at  least  one  month  previous. 


L  Life  members,  wherever  resident,  and  annual  members 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient  Colony,  or  the  present 
County  of  New  Haven,  shall  alone  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the 
meetings  of  the  Society.  Any  person  who  shall  sign  the  usual 
form  of  application  for  membership  and  present  it  with  the  en- 
dorsement of  a  Director  of  the  Society,  and  with  the  payment  of 
the  annual  fee  of  $5,  shall  thereupon  be  enrolled  as  a  member 
from  the  date  of  such  payment ;  and  the  term  of  all  annual 
memberships  shall  expire  with  the  annual  meeting  next  after 
subscriptions  are  paid. 

H.  Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  may  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  upon  nomination  of 
the  Directors ;  provided  such  nominations  shall  have  been  made 
at  a  previous  regular  meeting.  They  shall  consist  of  persons 
residing  out  of  the  Colony  and  County  of  New  Haven,  who  may 
be  distinguished  for  important  public  service  to  the  cause  of  his- 
toric investigation  and  general  literature. 


III.  A  committee  of  three  shall  be  annually  appointed  at  the 
October  meeting  of  the  Society  to  serve  as  a  Nominating  Com- 
mittee and  to  report  nominations  for  officers  and  members  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  in  season  for  action  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  but  nothing  in  the  action  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee shall  limit  the  right  of  any  member  of  the  Society  to  make 
nominations  at  the  annual  meeting  for  any  office  that  may  be 
filled  by  the  action  of  that  meeting. 

IV.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  Directors ;  shall  call,  by  himself,  or  the  Secretary, 
special  meetings,  when  requested  by  five  members ;  and  shall 
deliver  or  make  provision  for  an  address  at  the  annual  meeting. 
In  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  President. 

V.  The  Secretary,  or  in  his  absence  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
shall  have  custody  of  the  files,  records  and  seal  of  the  Society,  and 
shall  keep  an  accurate  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  also  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Directors,  and  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Society. 

VI.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  fees  for  membership,  and 
all  other  moneys  due,  and  all  donations  or  bequests  of  money  to 
the  Society ;  shall  pay,  upon  the  order  in  writing  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  of  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  by  whom  the  same 
may  be  contracted,  all  accounts  against  the  Society ;  and  shall, 
at  least  five  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in 
each  year,  render  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Society  a  minute  statement  of  his  receipts  and 
disbursements  and  of  the  property  and  debts  of  the  Society  to 
and  including  October  31st  of  each  year,  which  statement  shall 
be  carefully  examined  and  certified  to  by  said  committee  before 
being  presented  by  the  Treasurer  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  Treasurer  shall  be  annually  bonded  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society  in  such  a  sum  as  the  Finance  Committee  shall  direct,  in 
some  reliable  surety  company,  approved  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  such  committee  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
such  security  being  effected  as  aforesaid. 

VII.  The  Directors  may  appoint  a  Librarian  and  a  Curator, 
who  shall,  under  their  supervision,  arrange,  protect  and  cata- 
logue  all  books,   pamphlets,   manuscripts   and   other  articles 


—26— 


deposited  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society;  and  shall,  before  every 
annual  meeting,  make  a  full  report  to  the  Board  of  the  condition 
of  the  library  and  collections. 

VIII.  The  Directors  shall  provide  each  year  for  the  public 
reading  of  papers,  or  delivery  of  historical  lectures ;  the  manu- 
scripts of  which  papers  and  lectures  shall,  with  the  consent  of 
the  authors,  be  owned  and  preserved  by  the  Society. 

IX.  Committees  on  the  various  departments  of  the  work  of 
the  Society  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Directors  to  report  as  the 
Directors  from  time  to  time  may  prescribe. 

All  members  of  such  committees  shall  hold  office  for  one  year, 
or  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

X.  An  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  five  Directors,  to 
whom  the  Directors  may  entrust  such  part  of  their  duties  as  they 
judge  best. 

XI.  A  Finance  Committee  of  three  who  shall  advise  with  and 
direct  the  Treasurer  respecting  the  care  and  investment  of  the 
funds  of  the  Society  and  be  the  standing  auditors  of  his  accounts. 
They  shall  annually  inspect  the  securities  in  which  said  funds 
may  be  invested  and  certify  to  the  results  of  such  inspection  in 
writing. 

XII.  A  House  Committee,  consisting  of  five  members,  who 
shall  have  general  oversight  of  the  building,  its  use  and  the 
arrangement  of  its  contents,  with  power  to  receive  or  decline  gifts 
other  than  those  which  are  offered  specifically  to  the  historical 
collections  of  the  Society. 

XIII.  A  Committee  on  Relics,  consisting  of  five  members, 
who  shall  have  power  to  receive  or  decline  such  gifts  as  may  be 
offered  as  additions  to  the  historical  collections  in  the  custody 
of  the  Society,  shall  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the  authenticity 
and  history  of  the  objects  now  preserved  in  its  care,  and  shall 
give  attention  to  increasing  these  collections.  This  committee 
shall  also  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  or  revising  a 
catalogue  of  the  Relics  in  the  custody  of  the  Society  when 
requested  to  do  so  by  the  Directors. 

XIV.  A  Publication  Committee,  consisting  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  and  three  members,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the 
publication  of  the  papers  of  the  Society  as  authorized  by  the 
Directors. 
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XV.  A  Library  Committee,  consisting  of  five  members  of 
whom  the  Librarian  shall  be  one,  whose  duties  shall  be  to  increase 
the  collections  of  books  and  documents  which  are  or  may  be  of 
historic  interest. 

XVL  A  Membership  Committee,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers, whose  duties  shall  be  to  maintain  and  increase  the  member- 
ship of  the  Society. 

XVIL  A  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  reading  of  papers, 
consisting  of  President,  Secretary  and  three  Directors. 

XVIIL  A  Ladies'  Auxiliary  Committee,  numbering  five  or 
more,  may  be  appointed  by  the  Directors  to  act  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee. 

XIX.  I.  The  Directors  shall  meet  at  least  four  times  a  year 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  President  may  specify;  and  seven 
shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

2.  The  Society  shall  meet  monthly  except  during  the  summer 
months. 

XX.  Notice  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  which  shall 
be  held  in  November,  shall  be  sent  to  each  member  by  mail,  and 
in  all  meetings  duly  called  and  notified  fifteen  members  shall  be 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  any  business. 

XXL  The  order  of  proceedings  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

2.  Report  of  donations. 

3.  Reading  of  letters  received  in  correspondence. 

4.  Unfinished  business. 

5.  Written  communications  or  lectures. 

6.  Verbal  communications. 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 

XXIL  All  donations  to  the  Society,  and  deposits  with  the 
same,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
reported  to  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  proper 
written  acknowledgments  shall  be  made  therefor. 

XXIIL  Any  alteration  of  these  by-laws  may  be  made  at  a 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  such  alterations  having  been 
proposed  at  a  previous  meeting,  or  proposed  by  the  Directors. 
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Objects  Desired  for  the  Sodety^s  Collections 


1.  Manuscripts.   Family  papers,  letters,  diaries,  military  rolls, 

deeds,  wills,  records  of  extinct  churches,  business  houses,  or 
public  corporations,  such  as  turnpike  companies,  etc. 

2.  Printed  Matter.  Local  histories,  family  genealogies,  files 
of  Connecticut  newspapers  (bound  or  unbound),  reports  of 
anniversaries  of  towns,  churches,  etc.,  and  of  Connecticut 
religious,  educational,  mercantile  or  social  institutions.  Anything 
printed  in  the  Thirteen  Colonies  or  the  United  States  prior  to 
1800.  Any  books  or  pamphlets,  published  in  New  Haven, 
whether  before  or  after  1800,  down  to  the  present  time. 

3.  Cabinet.  Portraits  of  well-known  Connecticut  men  and 
women,  badges,  medals,  flags,  swords,  Indian  relics,  historic 
china  or  plate,  and  other  memorials,  especially  those  which 
illustrate  local  or  American  history. 


The  Society  has  appointed  a  Committee  on  Relics,  having 
charge  of  all  questions  relating  to  the  acceptance  and  disposi- 
tion of  antiques,  curiosities,  paintings,  etc.,  and  of  the  general 
arrangement  of  its  Collection.  All  gifts  intended  as  additions 
to  these  sent  to  the  Society  will  receive  the  prompt  attention 
of  this  committee. 


Needs  of  the  Society 


1.  An  enlarged  Library  Fund.  At  present  the  Library  is 
chiefly  dependent  on  the  Fowler,  Bowers,  and  Sizer  funds,  which 
produce  an  income  of  $580  per  annum.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Society  to  build  up  a  small  and  well  selected  Library  rather  than 
to  accumulate  large  numbers  of  books.  Small  sums  producing 
a  regular  revenue  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  Library, 
though  larger  funds  are  much  needed. 

2.  The  further  endowment  of  the  Society  by  gifts  to  its  Gen- 
eral Fund  or  by  testamentary  bequests. 

3.  An  increase  in  the  membership  of  the  Society. 


